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an five young women from

California State University a

San Marcos help give
Oceanside READS the shove it nee
to get back onto the high seas of t
literacy movement?

The READS program has beg
floating in somewhat shallow wate
in recent years, mostly because
citywide financial cutbacks, but als
because of enrollment numbers th

could use a boost. Simply stated, the

program is seeking more learners
and more tutors to go with them.

This is where a group of Cal Sta
students and their College of Bus
ness Administration adviser enter th

scene to inject some added energy
f

into the program with the goal o
helping it to grow and thrive.

Under the overall supervision g
Dr. James Hamerly, director of Bus
ness Community Relations in th
College of Business Administration
faculty adviser Alan Omens is ove
seeing a team of five students in r
searching literacy programs acro

d¢
he

=

L
I- that might work best for helpin
€0ceanside READS grow. The te

Lawren Bocock, Christina Cole
Kristina Maniquis, and Stephani
Schmid.

="

€ The students have been gather
* information for several weeks an
_are scheduled to have a report

stheir findings and recommendatior

the country to determine approach

al State San Marcos students currently at work on the READS re-
search project are, from left, Natasha Albright, Kristina Maniquis, Law-
ren Bocock, Stephanie Schmid, and Christina Cole. With them is their
efaculty adviser, Alan Omens. Their findings will be presented in May.

A final formal presentation will be

a%n made on campus atriion May 10.
members are Natasha Albright, Their work also will be exhibited at

, the Senior Experience Trade Show at

e the California Center for the Arts,

Escondido, on May 19.

ng The team lists these objectives: 1.
d Benchmark several low literacy pro-
brgrams. 2. Identify how and where the
starget population discovers community

psfor READS by the end of April.

Please see PROJECT, Page 4

Oceanside READS is the adult literacy program of the Oceanside Public Library.
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The Glamour of Grammar

Roy Peter Clark 242 pages, Little, Brown & Co.

If READS tutors had to select a book for regdin
pleasure, one written on the subject of grammarladvol
be far down the list of choicesf it made the list at all.
But Roy Peter Clark has written what the subtitidisc

“A Guide to the Magic and Mystery of Practical Engt

lish,” and it is a refreshing and exceptionallyoimhative
and entertaining book. It deserves a top spoturrhg-
pothetical list.

Clark is an academic who has taught writing\ary
level, from school children to Pulitzer Prize-wingi
writers. He has written 15 books about writing got-
nalism. The Glamour of Grammarresents routine
topics in new and interesting ways. For examptethe
topic of subject and verb, he discusses the disthae
tweenthem as altering the tone and
effect of a sentence.

The book is divided into 50
short chapters with such titles as THue €EAY o Uk
“Consult a thesaurus to remind o
yourself of words you already G RAMMAR
know,” “Learn the five forms of
well-crafted sentences,” and “Vary — -fessa
your use of punctuation to create
special effects.”

Clark presents the opinions and

grammar problems of his own and other established

writers. What does mystery writer EImore Leonaagl s
about the use of exclamation points? “You arevadlid
only three in every one hundred thousand words,”
tells us. That quote introduces Chapter 19, “Recthe
exclamation point.”

In his section on standards, Clark feels thatstwould
feel free to break ruleswith one proviso: first you must
learn them. Once mastered, “rules” become “toaad
their violation becomes strategic. At the end athe
chapter, he provides a list called “Keepsakes” Wwhig
condense the principles discussed in the text.

Perhaps none of us READS tutors will write Great
American Novel, but from time to time we all write
something, in some format, that is important to ike
Glamour of Grammamwill help anyone to write with
clarity, grace, and reason to reach the desiret$.goa

The READS library has a copy of this fine book.
Review by Robert Conklin

* Clark explains in his introduction that the word glamour evolved from

S

n January, we produced a fliedistributed by the
Friends of the Library in which a number of us ex-

pressed our views on the satisfactions of tutoring.
Because of limited space, not everyone’s views \itghg
reported. So here are a few more thoughts abeuyh
peal of our efforts at READS:

Eileen Shearinsays, “I had helped in the classroom
when my own children were young and knew that some
elementary school children were already so farrizehi
reading that they would not be able to catch ugtiegu-
lar classroom setting. | love to read and wantetueip
make it easy and fun for people who wanted to l&arn
Eileen has been with READS for nearly three years.

Alma Sisco-Smith who earlier had worked with a lit-
eracy project in Boston, says, “Based upon . evipus
work, | made a pledge to do this wherever | wasednc
retired. |love language, love teaching, lovede the joy
in learners as they achieve reading, writingenerally

learning goals. And it is a way to give back to the com-
munity in which | live.” Alma has been a tutor bexbout
a year and a half.

" Joanne Ashwel] who learned about READS at an
Oceanside Senior Expo, says, “A retired Englishomaj
nealwayslends a hand in English and literacy. It is adug
pleasure to watch students grow from illiteracypéing
solid, functioning readers and writers.” Joanng leen a

READS tutor about six years.

Mary Ellen Reesediscovered READS through tisee
Gull, the Friends of the Library newsletter. She catiés-
acy “the most valuable gift | can give someonenc8il
could give it with such a small amount of my tirhe,
couldn’t resist. . . . Libraries and literacy alsattract
the best people.” Mary Ellen has been a READ& tiair
almost two years.

This newsletter would like to hear from othatiots who
want to share their views. You can do this by é-ata
Wa33taylor@aol.com, or by leaving a copy of younegks
with Corrie at the Literacy Center.

grammar, and the latter from the Greek grammatikos (“of letters”).



Saturday, April 23, 10 Am

We are all familiar with the namelelen Keller,the
famous author who was struck deaf, blind, and natte
the age of 19 months. And most of us know aboutién
Sullivan, the mentor and longtime companion whepéael
Helen learn Braille and to type using a speciaétypter.
Of course, there is much more to know about these t
amazing women, and much of it is told in Helen’sohix
ographyThe Story of My LifeThat work has long been 4
classic, and it will be the focus of thq
Books & Bagels discussion at 2w
Saturday, April 23, at the Literacy
Center.

The swapping of views at thesg
gatherings is always interestingand

sometimes surprising. The sessiorn

phere, and occasional differences (¢
opinion provide lively exchanges.

Free copies of the book and audio CDs ardadola
for tutors and learners interested in sharing theaws
about this highly respected work.

We at READS thank the Friends of the Library for
helping us to distribute a recent appeal for add#l tu-
tors and to increase the awareness of the libréitgiacy
program. The Friends have long been a major sanfrce
support for the library, and we are pleased to ttheir
members as among the allies of READS’ mission.

We look forward to a continuing close relatioips
with the Friends and a mutual goal of promotingricy
in the city of Oceanside.

“I've learned that people will forget what you
said, people will forget what you did, but people
will never forget how you made them feel.”

Maya Angelou

are conducted in a friendly atmost
f with their regular tutoring assignments.

Andrea Spolidoro, left, and Alma Sisco-Smith

Two women who have joined the READS tutoring
team within the last two years were honored atytee’s
library volunteers luncheon in late February. Tlaeg
Alma Sisco-Smith and Andrea Spolidoro.

Both of these high-energy women have been busy

srecent months laying the groundwork for a larged an

stronger READS programin addition to keeping up

They have
mapped the program’s strengths and weaknesses] base
on tutor and learner input, and have begun theckdar
additional financial support.

In addition, along with Coordinator Corrie kHl, they
have been in close touch with Library Director Diglto
Polich about strategies to keep the library’s ditgr arm
as strong as possible amid difficult financial tene

Andrea comes to READS from a background of work
ing with low-income and minority populations as auh
ministrator, trainer, and community organizer. Haest
position was that of associate director of the Asiad
Pacific Islander Older Adults Task Force in Los Aleg
County. At READS, Andrea is currently working with
learner Xinzhi.

Alma has had a long career at UC San Francisco,

where she held a number of key positions, includivay

of director for the Worklife Resource Center. Taater

is responsible for overseeing campus initiativesnte
prove diversity, equity, conflict resolution, andedia-
tion. She has also been a successful grant vartdr
brings that skill to the table at READS. Her cutre
learner at READS is Toan, formerly of Vietham.



PROJECT (From Pagel)

assistance programs. 3. Design
an outreach plan promoting Litef
acy and the Oceanside READS
program, including posters, sam
ple brochures, and other outreach
material.

The city of Oceanside has put
up $1,500 to have the study con-
ducted. That is the standard fee
for these projects, according to
Dr. Hamerly, who says the sty- Next Tutor
dents and their adviser usually |Lunch Meeting
rack up about 1,000 hours on

each of them. Tuesday, May 10

NOON
The READS project is just ong
of 46 currently being conducted
by teams of CSUSM students, DF. oy
Hamerly said. P

Walt Taylor

Oceanside READS Locations

Literacy Center

321 N. Nevada St., Oceanside, CA 92054
(760) 435-5680

Hours:Mon., Tues., 10-7; Wed., 2-7; Fri., 10-2

Civic Center Library
330 N. Coast Hwy., Oceanside, CA 92054
(760) 435-5600
Hours:Mon., Tues., 9-8
Wed., Thurs., Fri., Sat., 9-5:30

Mission Branch Library
3861-B Mission Ave., Oceanside, CA 92057
(760) 435-5600
Hours: Mon, Tues., Noon-8
Wed., Thurs., Fri., 9-5:30; Sun., 1-5

READS Adult Literacy Coordinator: Corrie Miles (760) 435-5680

Become a Volunteer Tutor . . . Make a Difference in Someone’s Life

The idea of tutoring is an attractive, but intimidgt idea for some people. “After all,” they womde
what can | tutor? And how can I learn how to & iDceanside READS offers training for adults who
wish to help other adults with low literacy skilldée-enable them to function better in society.

Requirements for Tutoring Adults

Be at least 18 years old Next Tutor Training Schedule

Have a high school diploma or equivalent

Complete a free eight-hour training
Commit to tutoring for at least six months
(It's okay to go on vacation)

Tutor for a minimum of two days per week,
90 minutes per session

Saturday, March 26, v - 4:30PM

Orientation
Wednesday, March 23, 6P
Training

Location
READS Literacy Center

Please call (760) 435-5680 for more information, or

if you would like to volunteer.



