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City of Oceanside
WATER UTILITIES DEPARTMENT

MEMORANDUM

DATE: May 7, 2014
TO: Honorable Mayor and City Councilmembers
FROM: Jason Daffom, Interim Water Utilities Director é@b \3.) ,pf P’

THROUGH: Michelle Skaggs-Lawrence, Interim City Manager Q’W
SUBJECT: Drought Update

In the late afternoon on May 5th, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB)
adopted the emergency regulations for meeting the govemor's 25 percent potable
water reduction target, which included specific reduction standards for urban water
agencies statewide. Under the regulations, the City of Oceanside is required to cut
back 20 percent compared to a baseline of water use in 2013 on a month to month
basis. The regulations were adopted despite numerous petitions to the SWRCB to
make adjustments to the cut backs that appropriately considers existing
conservation, local climate, and investments in local supply by the City.

The Water Utilities Department will bring forward an urgency ordinance update to the
water conservation and drought response ordinance at the May 20" Council meeting
in order to comply with the SWRCB'’s emergency regulations that take effect on June
1st. Noncompliance to the SWRCB could result in fines from the State. The update
is necessary to make changes to the current Level 2 drought restrictions. The
modifications need to be implemented and become effective on June 15t

» Change assigned days for outside irrigation from 3 days per week to 2 days
per week (can't be seasonal since its being required during summer months).

e Leave the determination of the assigned days to the discretion of the Director
at the time of the shortage (this determination is based on system operational
capabilities within the City).

e Add language regarding no watering during or 48 hours after measurable
precipitation.

¢ Modify the language to include restrictions on using private wells for irrigation.
Modify the language to include restrictions for commercial growers or
nurseries if the SWRCB's regulations require such restrictions

¢ Change the time limit for repairing leaks from 72 hours to immediately upon
notification.

e Change “recycle” to “recirculate” under the operating of omamental fountains
(this will allow for omamental Koi ponds with aquatic life and recirculating
systems to continue operating).



In addition to the ordinance updates, the water department will be enforcing the
following:

1. All dedicated irrigation users will be required to cut usage by 20%

2. The Water Department will target the top 25 users in each customer class,
requiring a mandatory 20% reduction, and will work with them to assist in their
reductions

3. Our Special Agriculture Water Rate customers (SAWR) are subject to a
mandatory supply allocation from MWD resuiting in a 15% cut back — (it's a
condition of the program for which they are receiving the discounted rate that
they have agreed to take the cut back should a water shortage take place.)

4. As part of the restriction, medians along major roadways that contain turf, can
no longer be irrigated. Staff is in the process of identifying those particular
medians and will notice the responsible HOA's accordingly. Staff will also be

offering to remove the turf at City expense provided that the HOA replaces the
median with drought tolerant landscaping.

Our largest savings will be from the 2 days per week watering restriction and
targeting our large irrigation customers.



