O 0 9 O A WD =

(%) NN N NN N N N = e e e e e e e e

RESOLUTION NO. 17-R0269-1

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY
OF OCEANSIDE, CALIFORNIA INITIATING
PROCEDURES FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF BY-
DISTRICT COUNCIL ELECTIONS, APPROVING A
PROPOSED TIMELINE AND ADOPTING CRITERIA FOR
THE DRAWING OF DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

WHEREAS, the City of Oceanside (“City”) currently utilizes at-large system for
councilmember elections in which each council member is elected by the registered voters of the
entire city; and

WHEREAS, California Government Code section 34886 permits cities to change to a by-
district method of election through adoption of an ordinance in which each councilmember is
elected by the voters in the district where the candidate resides; and

WHEREAS, on March 27, 2017, the City received a letter alleging the City’s at-large
system of electing councilmembers violates the California Voting Rights Act and threatening
litigation if the City chooses not to adopt by-district elections; and

WHEREAS, the aforementioned threat of litigation lacks evidence to substantiate the
alleged CVRA violation, however, the City Council believes it is in the City’s best interests to
avoid the substantial costs and uncertainty of the threatened CVRA litigation while ensuring the
proposed districts are drawn with extensive public input; and

WHEREAS, California Elections Code section 10010 requires a total of four public
hearings during the process of transitioning to by-district elections, two of which must be held
within thirty days of each other before the maps are drawn and two of which must be held within
forty-five days of each other after the maps are drawn; and

WHEREAS, the City Attorney has retained Q2 Data and Research L.L.C. to assist the
City in establishing a by-district electoral system;

N OW, THEREFORE, the City Council of the City of Oceanside does resolve as follows:
1. The above recitals are true and correct.
2. Pursuant to Elections Code section 10010(e)(3), the City Council hereby approves the

initiation of procedures to transition from an at-large system of councilmember
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elections to a by-district election system as authorized by Government Code section
34886 for use in the City’s general Municipal Election in November 2018.

3. The City Council hereby approves the following timeline to solicit public input on the
composition of the proposed districts, including four public hearings before the City

Council and five community outreach meetings.

May 3 city council resolution of intent/first public
hearing before the maps are drawn.

May 13 to

May 30 five community outreach meetings at the dates, times
and locations in Attachment 3 to staff report. .

May 17 second public hearing before district map is
drawn.

June 14 proposed district map and phasing schedule
identifying council offices up for election in 2018 and
2020 released.

June 21 first public hearing on proposed district map.

July 25 special city council meeting for second public
hearing on proposed district map and introduction of
ordinance.

August 1 special council meeting for adoption of
ordinance.

4. These community outreach meetings will be held at the times and locations set forth
in Attachment 3 of the staff report for this item. The City Manager is authorized to

modify the timeline provided all legal requirements are met.
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5.

The City Council hereby calls special council meetings for July 25, 2017 for the
purpose of reviewing and providing direction on the draft district boundaries and
August 1, 2017 to consider introduction of an ordinance approving the district
boundaries.

The City Council adopts the following criteria to guide the establishment of district
for councilmember elections:

i Each district should contain nearly the same number of people;

ii. Boundaries shall be drawn in a manner that complies with the
United States Constitution and the FVRA;

iii.  Council districts shall consist of contiguous territory in as compact
form as practicable;

iv.  Districts shall follow visible features and boundaries when
possible;

v. Council districts shall respect communities of interest as much as
practicable. Communities of interest generally refers to a contiguous population
which shares common social and economic interests that should be included within a
single district for purposes of fair and effective representation;

vi.  The demographer will disregard the location of incumbents and
candidates as well as the interests of political parties.

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Oceanside,

California this 3rd day of May, 2017 by the following vote:
AYES: KERN, LOWERY, SANCHEZ
NAYS: WOOD, FELLER
ABSENT: NONE
ABSTAIN: NONE

i Weed,

Mayor of the City of Oceanside ‘

APPR AS TO FORM:
OFFICE OF THE CITY ATTORNEY

SO B //MW

y Attomey




