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Mr. Tom Huffman
Helix Environmental Planning
7578 El Cajon Boulevard, Suite 200
La Mesa, California 91942

Reference: Talone Lake Vector Control Project (Affinis Job No. 2552)

Mr. Huffman:
Affinis was contracted to conduct an archaeological survey for the proposed vector
control project at Talone Lake, in the City of Oceanside, California. The survey was
conducted on August 22, 2013, and no new resources were observed, but one
previously recorded site (not significant) was relocated. Ground visibility and modern
human use hindered access throughout the project area (discussed below).Though no
new resources were observed, the area encompassing the project is known to be
sensitive in terms of cultural resources. Based on this, an archaeological monitor and a
Native American monitor should be on-site during all grading and other grounddisturbing activities. This letter report details the methods and results of the current
survey.
Project Location
The Talone Lake vector control project is located in the City of Oceanside, in
northwestern San Diego County (Figure 1). The northwest portion of the project area is
directly adjacent to State Route (SR) 76, the southern border of the project follows
Frazee Road, and the western project area is bordered by College Boulevard (Figures 2
and 3). The San Luis Rey River lies less than ½ mile to the north, and Guajome Lake is
located 1.3 miles to the east. The project is situated roughly 10 miles east of the
present-day coastline of the Pacific Ocean. The project is located within Township 11
South, Range 4 West, Sections 9 and 10, on the USGS 7.5’ San Luis Rey quadrangle
(Figure 2).
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Environmental Setting (Physical and Cultural)
The Talone Lake project area consists of an undeveloped 36-acre parcel bounded on all
sides by developed land. The project area is situated approximately ½ mile to the south
of the San Luis Rey River, and 1.3 miles to the west of Guajome Lake. The elevations
in the parcel range from 78 ft. above mean sea level (amsl) in the center to 120 ft. amsl
in the northwestern corner and 123 ft. amsl in the southeastern corner. One soil type
occurs within the project area: Salinas clay, 0-2% slopes (Bowman 1973). The project
area currently supports 11 different vegetation communities: southern riparian forest,
Cismontane alkali marsh, freshwater marsh, mule fat scrub, open water, Baccharis
scrub, Diegan coastal sage scrub, Diegan coastal sage scrub – disturbed, non-native
grassland, disturbed habitat, and developed (Figure 4). Both the wetland/riparian and
the upland vegetation communities include numerous plant species that would have
been used by Native people for food, medicine, tools, shelter, ceremonial and other
uses (Bean and Shipek 1978; Hedges and Beresford 1986; Sparkman 1908). Many of
the animal species found in these communities would have been used by native
populations as well. Ground visibility at the time of the current survey was roughly 30%
within the Diegan coastal scrub environments, and 0-5% within the remainder of the
project area.
Geologically, the project is mapped as Quaternary young alluvial floodplain deposits, of
Holocene and late Pleistocene age (Kennedy and Tan 2007).
The Late Prehistoric period is represented by the San Luis Rey complex in the northern
portion of San Diego County. The San Luis Rey complex represents the predecessors
of the ethnohistoric Luiseño. The name Luiseño derives from Mission San Luis Rey de
Francia and has been used to refer to the people associated with that mission. Agua
Hedionda Creek is often described as the division between the territories of the Luiseño
and the Kumeyaay people to the south (Bean and Shipek 1978; White 1963), although
various historic and ethnographic sources present somewhat varying maps and
descriptions of traditional territories and use areas. The Talone Lake area is within the
ethnographic territory of the Luiseño people.
San Luis Rey/Rancho Guajome Area
The project area is located a short distance (less than a quarter of a mile) from the
historic Rancho Guajome land grant and just over one mile northeast of Mission San
Luis Rey. The first non-Indians to see the area were probably the members of Portolá's
expedition from San Diego to the north in 1769. Father Juan Crespi gave the name San
Juan Capistrano to the area. This name was later to become the name of a mission
founded in 1776 in what is today Orange County (Pourade 1961).
Sparkman (1908) lists Keish as the name his Luiseño informants gave for San Luis Rey.
Kelsey indicated that the Luiseño name for the village in the area of Mission San Luis
was Tacayme, “although Pablo Tac recalls that the people called the area Quechla, the
2

Indian name for the stone found there” (Kelsey 1990:26). Hudson (1964) noted that
Keish, Qee’sh, and Quechla are all orthographic variants of the same village or place
name (Franklin and Carrico 1978:19). The rancherias at San Luis Rey became integral
parts of the Mission, supplying laborers as well as converts (Carrico 1977; Hewes and
Hewes 1958). Kroeber (1970: Plate 57) noted several villages along the San Luis Rey
River, in addition to Keish, including one at the coast (Wiawio), two a short distance
east of San Luis Rey (Wiasamai and Wahaumai), and two between this area and Pala
(Kwalam and Tomkav). Kroeber (1970:Plate 57) also shows a village called Ikaimai
(Carrico 1977 calls it Ikalmal) at San Luis Rey. Kroeber (1970:Plate 57) shows
Wahaumai at a bend in the river approximately where Guajome Rancho is located. The
Luiseño people recognize this area as an important village site.
When it came time to establish a mission between San Diego and San Juan Capistrano,
the site on the San Luis Rey River was chosen, and a mission was established there on
June 13, 1798 (Englehardt 1921:8). Father Antonio Peyri was founder of the mission
and guided its construction. The site selected for the mission had been a thriving Indian
community, and continued to be so during the mission period. The mission was a selfsupporting agricultural community whose economy was based on cattle raising and
growing of crops. A large population was supported at the mission and in the
surrounding Indian villages. Livestock raised by the inhabitants of the mission included
cattle, sheep, horses, and mules; crops included wheat, barley, and corn (Englehardt
1921:16). Grazing and farming were carried out in the vicinity of the mission proper, but
ranchos in outlying areas were a critical part of the mission's system of production.
Mission ranchos included Pala, Temecula, Santa Margarita, San Jacinto, San Marcos,
and Las Flores (Englehardt 1921:98-100).
Following Mexican independence in 1821, large tracts of land were claimed as private
ranchos in California. This land included land that the missions used for grazing, and
ultimately the mission ranchos themselves. In 1833, the Mexican government
secularized the missions in California. This resulted in the confiscation of mission lands
and the delivery of the missions to the hands of secular administrators. In 1845
Governor Pio Pico granted a property consisting of about 2,200 acres to two Indians,
Andres and Jose Manuel, formerly of the Mission San Luis Rey. The land was
apparently sold to American businessman and money-lender Abel Stearns of Los
Angeles for $550.00 in 1852. In turn, in 1858 Stearns gave the property to his sister-inlaw Ysidora Bandini as a wedding gift on the occasion of her marriage to Colonel Cave
Johnson Couts. The property became known as the Guajome Rancho, and the majority
of this land remained in the Couts family until 1943. Using roof tiles and other building
materials taken from the Mission, Couts created a classic 20-room Spanish-style “u”shaped hacienda, complete with a large central patio and fountain. Numerous sheds,
corrals, orchards, and outbuildings sprawled over the rancho. In its early days, the
Guajome Rancho frame and adobe ranch house was a favorite overnight stopover for
travelers between San Diego and Los Angeles.
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Previous Research
An archaeological record search was conducted at the South Coastal Information
Center (SCIC) for the project area and a ½-mile radius. Several archaeological studies
have been conducted within ½ mile of the project, a majority of which were focused on
SR-76, adjacent to the northwestern project boundary. Although numerous
archaeological sites have been recorded along the San Luis Rey River, only four
archaeological sites have been previously recorded within ½-mile of the project area,
only one of which is partially included in the Talone Lake Vector Control project
boundary.
CA-SDI-1272 was originally recorded in 1971 as a “Pauma/La Jollan campsite or
workshop connected with SDi 1266,” with “manos, hammerstones, flakes, [and] cobble
scrapers” (1971 site record, on file at SCIC). The association of this site with a larger
village complex site, CA-SDI-1266, was noted but unproven (1977 site record, on file at
SCIC). The 1989 site record indicates the presence of marine shell throughout the site
area, as well as additional artifacts such as ground stone fragments and fire-cracked
rock (1989 site record, on file at SCIC). Subsurface testing during the Extended Phase I
study for the SR-76 construction revealed a large amount of disturbance from
agricultural uses (discing) and rodent activity, and determined the intact cultural
deposits to be within the upper 10 to 25 centimeters of the soil (Corum 1990). The site
has largely been destroyed by the construction of SR-76, as well as the Town Center
North shopping center located directly to the north and northeast of the project area
(Figure 3).
Methods and Results
As noted above, an archaeological record search was conducted at (SCIC) for the
project area and a ½-mile radius. Only four archaeological sites have been previously
recorded within ½ mile of the project. CA-SDI-1272, described above, is mapped as
partially within the project. This site has mostly been destroyed by development of the
highway and commercial uses.
The Native American Heritage Commission (NAHC) was contacted for a Sacred Lands
File search and a list of contacts. The NAHC indicated that though there are no Native
American traditional cultural places listed within the project, the area is known to be
culturally sensitive.
Kristina Davison of Affinis and Jay Castañeda of Saving Sacred Sites (Native American
monitor) conducted the pedestrian survey of the project area on August 22, 2013. Three
pieces of marine shell were noted within the previously mapped site boundary of CASDI-1272; no other associated cultural constituents were observed in the vicinity of the
site. Ground visibility was best on dirt trails located on the western and southern sides
of the project, with little to no visibility outside of these trails due to thick vegetation and
human-made brush campsites.
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The vast majority of the project site could not be accessed, due to the presence of
several large homeless encampments that were occupied at the time of the survey. In
addition, thick riparian vegetation and areas of marsh and open water prevented the
surveyors from venturing further into the center of the project area.
Historic maps and aerial photographs were reviewed to assess the potential for historic
archaeological resources. Talone Lake appears on the 1901 and 1948 USGS San Luis
Rey quadrangles, its extent larger than today. No buildings or structures are shown in
the project area on these historic maps. Aerial photographs from 1938, 1946, 1953,
and 1964 also show no buildings on the project site.
Conclusions
The current survey identified remnants of one previously recorded cultural resource
within the project area. As addressed above, the vast majority of the project area could
not be surveyed, due to thick vegetation and homeless encampments. Therefore, it is
possible that unidentified cultural resources exist within the project. The potential for
encountering subsurface deposits is relatively high. These factors, combined with the
culturally sensitive nature of the project setting necessitate the presence of an
archaeological monitor and Native American monitor during any ground-disturbing
activities for the project. If you have any questions, please call Mary Robbins-Wade at
(619) 441-0144 extension 101, or email at mary@affinis.net.

Kristina Davison, B.A.
Archaeologist

Mary Robbins-Wade, M.A., RPA
Director of Cultural Resources

5

References
Bean, Lowell John, and Florence C. Shipek
1978 Luiseño. In California, edited by Robert F. Heizer, pp. 550-563. The
Handbook of North American Indians, vol. 8. William C. Sturtevant,
general editor. Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C.
Bowman, Roy H.
1973 Soil Survey, San Diego Area, California, Part I. United States Department
of Agriculture, Beltsville, MD.
Carrico, Richard L.
1977 Portolá's 1769 Expedition and Coastal Native Villages of San Diego
County. The Journal of California Anthropology 4(1):30-41.
Englehardt, Zephyrin
1921 San Luis Rey Mission. James H. Barry, San Francisco.
Franklin, Randy L., and Richard L. Carrico
1978 A Preliminary Archaeological Reconnaissance for a Proposed Flood
Control Project in the Lower San Luis Rey Drainage. Westec Services,
San Diego. Report submitted to Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles
District. Report on file at South Coastal Information Center, San Diego
State University.
Hewes, Minna, and Gordon Hewes
1958 Indian Life and Customs at Mission San Luis Rey: A Record of California
Mission Life by Pablo Tac. Old Mission, San Luis Rey, California.
Hudson, Tom
1964 Three Paths Along a River: the Heritage of the Valley of the San Luis Rey.
Southwest Publishers, Palm Desert, CA.
Kelsey, Harry
1990 Mission San Luis Rey: A Brief History. Volume 2, Archaeological and
Historical Investigations at Mission San Luis Rey, California, CA-SDi-241,
Sectors A & B, by Nicholas M. Magalousis and Harry Kelsey. Old Mission,
San Luis Rey, California.
Kennedy, Michael P., and Siang S. Tan
2007 Geologic Map of the Oceanside 30 x 60-Minute Quadrangle, California:
Digital preparation by Kelly R. Bovard, Rachel M. Alvarez, Michael J.
Watson, and Carlos I. Gutierrez California Geological Survey, Regional
Geologic Map No. 2, scale 1:100000. California Department of
Conservation, California Geological Survey.

6

Kroeber, A.L.
1976 Handbook of California Indians. Dover, New York. Originally published
1925 as Bulletin 78 of the Bureau of American Ethnology of the
Smithsonian Institution.
Pourade, Richard F.
1961 The History of San Diego: Time of the Bells. Union-Tribune, San Diego.
Sparkman, Philip Stedman
1908 The Culture of the Luiseño Indians. University of California Publications in
American Archaeology and Ethnology 8(4):187-234.
White, Raymond C.
1963 Luiseño Social Organization. University of California Publications in
American Archaeology and Ethnology 48(2):91-194.

7

