CITY OF OCEANSIDE WATER UTILITIES

LOVE THE PLANET, NOT PLASTIC

STRAWS UPON REQUEST ONLY
In the United States, the average
person uses 1.6 straws per day. This
adds up to over 500 million single use
plastic straws used each day in the
United States. It’s become automatic
to expect a straw when ordering a
drink from any food establishment.
But, is that plastic straw really necessary? Plastic straws are not recyclable and can have significant
ecological costs for our beaches and
waterways. In fact, straws are consistently in the top ten items found
during the Ocean Conservancy’s
International Coastal Cleanup each
year. Plastic pollution like single use
plastic straws poses a threat to the
health of our Oceans and causes the
death of over 1 million sea birds and
sea mammals each year.
Remember, no drink requires a straw.
Reducing the use of plastic straws is
a simple way to reduce your
contribution to plastic pollution.

while at a local eatery, be sure to remind serving staff that you
do not want a straw in your drink, and ask them to encourage
their management to limit handing out straws unless
requested.

Right here in Oceanside, the City’s
Green Oceanside campaign, along
with a group of local advocates for
“Straws Upon Request” are taking
action by working with local
restaurants to promote only serving
straws upon request. Look for tent
cards at participating restaurants to
help remind you to say “No straw
please.” If you don’t see a tent card,
or you see straws being handed out

There a lot of great alternatives to plastic straws, such as
metal straws, bamboo straws, or even rigid paper straws.
Bring your own straw when eating out, and if you forget, just
forego the straw all together. Love our planet, not plastic, and
just say no to the straw.
For more information on all of the City’s environmental programs visit GreenOceanside.org or download the Green
Oceanside App by searching Green Oceanside at the Apple
and Android istores.

