CITY OF OCEANSIDE
BEACH SAND REPLENISHMENT
Where’s the sand?
Residents and visitors expect beautiful sandy beaches in
Oceanside and are dismayed when their expectations are
not met. So, where’s the sand? The City of Oceanside
is dependent on the Federal Government’s Army Corps of
Engineers (Corps) for all of its beach nourishment efforts.

Lack of Harbor dredging this year
Each year, the Corps dredges the mouth of the Oceanside
Harbor to ensure safe navigation for boaters. The Corps
contracts with a private dredging company to clear out
the mouth of the harbor, which serves as the entrance to
both Camp Pendleton’s harbor and Oceanside’s Municipal
Harbor. The sand dredged is pumped onto Oceanside
beaches. The City of Oceanside adds hundreds of thousands of dollars a year to take advantage of the
opportunity to
replenish beaches,
sometimes
extending the
dredging operation
beyond what is
needed to clear the
harbor entrance
in order to obtain
additional sand.
Unfortunately, this
year, the Corps announced it would delay its annual maintenance dredging of Oceanside Harbor, typically expected
to begin in spring. The water quality certification used in
previous dredging operations expired and a new permit
was not obtained by the Corps in time to conduct
dredging in May. The Corps has been monitoring the
Harbor entrance channel depths to determine if dredging
will be necessary in the fall, or if it can wait until Spring
2019. The City has requested that the Corps dredge
(and place sand on the beach) both in Fall 2018 and
Spring 2019.

Shoreline Feasibility Study
The Shoreline Feasibility Study was authorized in 2000 as
100% federally funded. Recently, however, the US Army
Corps of Engineers requested that the City of Oceanside
pay 50% of the costs to continue the study, which has now
stalled, due to lack of federal funding. The Corps recently
indicated the cost to complete the current study to be approximately $1.82M and take 31 months to complete. In
anticipation of the City being required to now fund a portion of the study, staff submitted an application in February
2018, for a Public Beach Restoration Grant through the
State of California, Department of Parks and Recreation,
Division of Boating and Waterways (DBW). The objective
of the study is to estimate the impacts of erosion on the
shoreline caused after construction of Camp Pendleton
Harbor and consider practices to ultimately restore sand to
City beaches.

City seeking other sand opportunities
Meanwhile, the City’s Public Works Department is monitoring construction sites that may have beach-compatible
sand as the City has a permit which allows “beach quality”
sand to be placed on City beaches when made available
through development, grading projects, and sediment
basins or as other opportunities arise. The City has benefitted on several occasions in the last two years from small
placements of sand from nearby developments and will
continue to look for more opportunities.

San Luis Rey Sediment Removal Project
This flood control project by the US Army Corps of
Engineers to widen and deepen the San Luis Rey River
channel was first scheduled to start in October 2016 to
remove 230,000 cubic yards of sediment between the
bridges at Foussat and Benet roads. That project was
delayed and then postponed because of problems the
Corps had in getting a permit from the Regional Water
Quality Control Board. The work was then planned to
begin in Sept. 2017, and end by March 15, 2018. This
time frame is dictated by state and federal laws surrounding the nesting season of several endangered bird species. But construction and equipment staging plans were
delayed and the project was postponed when it became
clear the contractor would not be able to complete in the
time scheduled frame before nesting season. Beach-quality
sand excavated in the San Luis Rey River project was to
be trucked to City beaches for sand replenishment. The
Corps has indicated that this project will probably not be
rescheduled until Fall 2019 at the earliest.

Shoring up infrastructure
To protect against tidal and wave action, maintenance staff
periodically repositions large rip rap (boulders) along The
Strand and other infrastructure as needed for fortification.
This is an ongoing effort as the constant force of wave
action displaces the large rocks.

For more information
For information on the Army Corps of Engineers efforts in
Oceanside, citizens may contact the US Army Corps of
Engineers Public Affairs Office at (213) 452-3921.

