CITY OF OCEANSIDE
LOCAL COASTAL PROGRAM UPDATE
Coastal Hazard Vulnerability Assessment
In support of the City’s Local Coastal Program (LCP)
Update, the Planning Division held a community
workshop on November 8, 2018 to introduce
residents and other stakeholders to the recently completed Coastal Hazards Vulnerability Assessment (VA),
which identifies coastal resources at risk of flooding
and wave run-up associated with projected sea level
rise. The VA reveals that a wide range of public and
private assets on the City’s coastline are vulnerable
to sea level rise, including the Oceanside Small Craft
Harbor, public amenities in proximity to Oceanside
Municipal Pier, The Strand, public parking facilities,
and beachfront residential properties. The VA provides the basis for the preparation of a Coastal Hazards Adaptation Plan (AP), which will outline specific
strategies for enhancing the resiliency of the City’s
coastline. Workshop materials, along with a summary of the workshop, have been posted to the project
webpage.
The Planning Division will hold a second
community workshop on Tuesday,
February 19 to introduce and discuss possible coastal hazards adaptation strategies. Residents, business
owners, visitors, and others with an investment in
vulnerable coastal assets are strongly encouraged to
attend the workshop and/or provide input to Principal
Planner Russ Cunningham via email. Input received at
the workshop and/or via email will inform the preparation of an initial draft of which will be the focus of a
third community workshop to be held in the spring.

Those seeking further insight on possible coastal hazards adaptation strategies can consult the
California Coastal Commission’s recently updated Sea
Level Rise Policy Guidance. This guidance document
outlines “framing principles” that coastal jurisdictions
are expected to follow in their evaluation of adaptation strategies:
•
•
•

•

USE SCIENCE TO GUIDE DECISIONS
MINIMIZE COASTAL HAZARDS THROUGH 		
PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS
MAXIMIZE PROTECTION OF PUBLIC ACCESS,
RECREATION, AND SENSITIVE COASTAL
RESOURCES
MAXIMIZE AGENCY COORDINATION AND 		
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Derived from the California Coastal
Act, these principles should help to
focus the public dialogue on
adaptation strategies.
The project team looks forward to
working with stakeholders to ensure
that these principles are reflected in
the AP and its long-term implementation.

