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Dave Singleton
California Native American Heritage Commission
915 Capitol Mall, Room 364
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject:

Information Request for the Inns at Buena Vista Creek Project, Oceanside,
California

Dear Mr. Singleton:
I am writing to request information about any Native American resources you may have on file
at the location of the proposed Inns at Buena Vista Creek Project, located in the City of
Oceanside, California. Previously, ASM Affiliates conferred with you on this project in 2004.
However, after meeting with the City, it was agreed that the original information request was
now out of date. Please let me know if there are Native American cultural resources within or
near to the project area, and provide information for Tribal individuals and organizations we
should correspond with regarding the project location.
Specifically, the project is located on a parcel southeast of the intersection of Jefferson Street and
Highway 78 north of Buena Vista Creek. The project area is located in the northwest quarter of
Section 31, Township 11 S, Range 4 W, of the USGS 7.5' San Luis Rey quadrangle (See
attached map).
Thank you for your attention to this matter,

_______________________
Micah J. Hale, Ph.D., RPA
Archaeologist

June 21, 2010
Mr. Shawn Shamlou
Dudek and Associates
605 Third Street
Encinitas, California 92024
RE:

Cultural Resources Inventory Update for The Inns at Bridgecreek Project

Dear Mr. Shamlou,
This letter report documents a cultural resources inventory update completed by ASM
Affiliates, Inc. (ASM) for The Inns at Bridgecreek Project, located on a parcel southeast of the
intersection of Jefferson Street and Highway 78, north of Buena Vista Creek (Figure 1). The
project area is located in the northwest quarter of Section 31, Township 11 S, Range 4 W, of
the USGS 7.5' San Luis Rey quadrangle, in the City of Oceanside, San Diego County,
California (Figure 2). The proposed project includes preparation of an EIR for the construction
of a hotel on the parcel. The current updated inventory was completed to investigate new and
redesigned components of the proposed project, including a bridge to be constructed over the
creek in the southeast corner of the project area. It was determined that the results from Native
American consultation conducted on October 10, 2004 for the original project remain valid and
no new consultation was initiated. However, a new records search was conducted at the South
Coastal Information Center (SCIC) for a one-mile radius around the project area, and the new
project elements were intensively surveyed. A paleontology study was also conducted by Dr.
Tom Demere of the San Diego Natural History Museum, under subcontract to ASM, and a
report on that study will be submitted separately from the current cultural resources report.
ASM conducted a records search for a one-mile radius around the project area at the SCIC on
May 15, 2010. The records search identified two isolated artifacts and 21 prehistoric sites
previously recorded within a one-mile radius of the project boundary. None of the previously
recorded resources exist within the project area. Fifty-nine cultural resource studies have also
been conducted within the one-mile radius. Four of these studies intersect or border the project
area; these are linear surveys associated with Highway 78 and none identified cultural
resources in or adjacent to the current project area. The records search results are provided in
Appendix B.
ASM Principal Micah Hale, Ph.D., conducted an intensive pedestrian survey of additional
project elements on May 17, 2010. Transects were oriented east-to-west and were spaced no
more than 10 m apart. Given that nearly six years had passed since the parcel was originally
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surveyed by ASM, a less intensive survey of the entire parcel was also completed. No cultural
resources were identified in the proposed project area, including the new project elements (i.e.,
proposed bridge). As with the original survey, a relatively large amount of marine shell was
identified on the surface throughout the entire project area. ASM’s original report for this
project determined that the shell derives from lagoonal and sandy beach dredge material that
was imported to the project for lagoon restoration—it does not derive from cultural deposits.
Heightened archaeological sensitivity is indicated by a relatively large number of
archaeological sites immediately surrounding the project area, and because of the lagoonal
setting. For this reason, it is recommend that archaeological monitoring take place during
grading and excavation for the proposed project. Particular attention should be paid to the
boundary between the fill material and underlying sediments to ensure that interpretation of
subsurface natural contexts is not biased by contamination with the shell from fill material.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me.
Sincerely,

Micah J. Hale, Ph.D., RPA
Principal
ASM Affiliates
Figure 1.
Figure 2.
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Project Vicinity Map.
Project Location Map.
Records Search Results
ASM’s November, 2004 Cultural Resources Inventory report
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Figure 1. Project Vicinity Map
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Figure 2. Project Location Map.
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Appendix A. Updated Records Search Recorded Sites and Previous Studies Maps (full records
search attached separately)

REDACTED - CONFIDENTIAL
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REDACTED - CONFIDENTIAL

November 8, 2004
Ms. Sherri Miller
Dudek and Associates
605 Third Street
Encinitas, California 92024
RE:

Cultural Resources Inventory for the Oceanside Hotel EIR

Dear Ms. Miller,
This letter report documents a cultural resources inventory conducted for the Oceanside
Hotel Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for a parcel southeast of the intersection of Jefferson
Street and Highway 78, north of Buena Vista Creek (Figure 1. Vicinity Map) in the City of
Oceanside, San Diego County, California. The project area is located in the northwest quarter
of Section 31, Township 11 S, Range 4 W, of the USGS 7.5' San Luis Rey quadrangle
(Figure 2. Location map). The proposed project includes preparation of an EIR for the
construction of a hotel on the parcel.
Project Description
ASM Affiliates, Inc. (ASM) conducted a records search for a one-mile radius around
the project area at the South Coastal Information Center (SCIC) on September 27, 2004. The
records search identified two isolated artifacts and seventeen prehistoric sites previously
recorded within a one-mile radius of the project boundary. None of the previously recorded
resources exist within the project area. Thirty-one cultural resource studies have also been
conducted within the one-mile radius. Four of these studies intersect or border the project area.
The records search results are provided in Appendix B.
ASM Archaeologist Micah Hale, M.A., conducted an intensive pedestrian survey of the
project area on September 29, 2004. Transects were oriented east-to-west and were spaced no
more than 10 m apart. No cultural resources were identified in the proposed project area. A
large amount of marine shell, including various lagoonal and sandy beach gastropods and
bivalves, were identified on the surface throughout the entire project area and were most
concentrated in the western half of the project. The shell derives from lagoonal and sandy
beach dredge material from lagoon restoration that was imported to the project area and
subsequently graded and dispersed (San Diego Document 1982.295140). Notably, numerous
examples of whole specimens (i.e., bivalves with both opposing shells intact) were observed on
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the ground surface. No shell was observed along a dirt road located to the east of the project
that did not contain the same fill material.
Native American consultation was initiated on October 10, 2004 by ASM Affiliates.
The results of the consultation process are provided in Appendix A.
In that the entire survey parcel is covered by as much as 3-feet of fill from nearby
lagoonal and creek contexts, the shell identified on the surface is determined to be naturally
derived and not remnants of a cultural deposit. A large amount of fill has been deposited across
the parcel surface, effectively eliminating visibility of the natural ground surface. Due to the
relatively high number of archaeological sites immediately surrounding the project area and the
lagoonal and creek-side setting (which would have been an attractive environment for
aboriginal occupation), the likelihood of the presence of previously unidentified sites is
relatively high.
Recommendations
Due to the heightened archaeological sensitivity of the area and lack of visibility of
natural sediments, it is recommend that archaeological monitoring take place during grading
and excavation for the proposed project. Particular attention should be paid to the boundary
between the fill material and underlying sediments to ensure that interpretation of subsurface
natural contexts is not biased by contamination with the shell from fill material.
If you have any questions regarding this report or the results of the cultural resources
inventory, please do not hesitate to contact John Cook or myself.
Sincerely,

Micah J. Hale
Project Archaeologist
ASM Affiliates
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APPENDIX A.
Native American Consultation

October 10, 2004
Mr. Christobal C. Devers
Pauma & Yuima
P.O. Box 369
Pauma Valley, California 92061

Re:

Archaeological Study for the Oceanside Hilton EIR, San Diego County, California

Dear Mr. Devers,
ASM Affiliates, Inc. (ASM) is conducting a cultural resource investigation for an
Environmental Impact Report for the proposed development of a Hilton Hotel at the intersection of
State Route 78 and Jefferson Street in the Oceanside/Carlsbad area.
ASM has completed a records search at the South Coastal Information Center and with the
California Native American Heritage Commission. We are contacting you to find out if you are aware
of any issues of cultural concern regarding the area shown on the enclosed map. In particular, we
would like to know if you have knowledge of any Traditional Cultural Properties, Sacred Sites,
resource collecting areas, or any other areas of concern. We would like to be advised if there are any in
the project area. We understand the need for confidentiality in these matters.
If you have any questions or concerns regarding the proposed project, we will consult with you
about the best way to include consideration of those concerns while maintaining confidentiality. ASM
can be contacted at the address and telephone number found at the top of this letter. We will also be
contacting you by telephone in the next week to follow up on this letter. We appreciate any input you
may have on this project. Again, any information you provide us will remain confidential.
Sincerely,

Catherine A. Wright
Associate Archaeologist
attachments: project map

