An Important Message from the
San Diego County Water Authority

The Water Authority is a public agency serving the San Diego region as
a wholesale supplier of water. The Water Authority works through its 24
member agencies to provide a safe, reliable water supply to support the
region’s $171 billion economy and the quality of life of 3 million residents.

Member Agencies
Carlsbad Municipal
Water District
City of Del Mar
City of Escondido
Fallbrook Public
Utility District
Helix Water District
Lakeside Water District
City of National City*
City of Oceanside
Olivenhain Municipal
Water District
Otay Water District
Padre Dam Municipal
Water District
Camp Pendleton
Marine Corps Base

City of Poway
Rainbow Municipal
Water District

For more information, ideas and tips about
WaterSmart Landscapes, please visit our
website at www.WaterSmartSD.org
or call 1.858.522.6600

Ramona Municipal
Water District

photo courtesy of schmidt design group, inc.

Using water efficiently is a way of life and an
important responsibility that comes along with
the benefits of living in a beautiful, Mediterranean
climate like San Diego County. WaterSmart
Landscape is all about rethinking the way we use
our limited water resources, and making smart
choices to reduce outdoor water use. Working
together, we can all help ensure a reliable water
supply and keep San Diego County vibrant,
prosperous and naturally beautiful…now, and
for generations to come.

WaterSmart Strategies
For Beautiful and Sustainable
San Diego County Landscapes

Rincon Del Diablo
Municipal Water District
City of San Diego
San Dieguito Water District
Santa Fe Irrigation District
South Bay Irrigation District*
Vallecitos Water District
Valley Center Municipal
Water District
Vista Irrigation District
Yuima Municipal
Water District

*Sweetwater Authority manages City of National City and South Bay Irrigation District.

A Better Way to Beautiful

We’re all in this together.
San Diego County’s mild, Mediterranean
climate is a big part of our region’s
appeal, allowing us to enjoy a casual,
outdoor lifestyle year-round. But it also
means we share a responsibility to be
smart about how we use our limited
water resources—WaterSmart.

A Better Way to Beautiful

Printed on paper containing 50% recycled content, including 25% post-consumer waste.
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Monthly Municipal & Industrial Water
Use Versus Temperature—San Diego County
Water Authority Service Area
Monthly M&I Water Use
Temperature
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*Data represents the monthly averages over calendar years 2004-2008

WaterSmart Landscapes combine water-efficient design, state-of-the-art irrigation, climate-appropriate plant selection, and best maintenance practices to
create a beautiful and sustainable environment, ideally suited for San Diego County’s mild, Mediterranean climate.

WaterEfficient
Design:

State-ofthe-Art
Irrigation

ClimateAppropriate
Plants:

Proper landscape
design is a key
element. Begin with
a water-use calculation
to determine the
appropriate amount
of water necessary
for your site (water
budget).

Incorporate WaterSmart
irrigation components—
including Smart
controllers, pressure
regulators, rotating
nozzles and drip—into
your irrigation system
to maximize water-use
efficiency.

Select plants that
naturally thrive in
San Diego County’s
Mediterranean
climate, and are
also appropriate for
your specific soil type
and microclimate.
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A good portion of this
water is wasted due to
old, inefficient irrigation
systems, poor maintenance
practices, and improper
programming of automatic
irrigation controllers.

Appropriate
Maintenance:
Know the needs
and requirements
of your water efficient
landscape, and strive to
manage water use within
an established water
budget. Monitor systems
and make any needed
repairs promptly.

Leaks & Runoff Contribute to Water Waste.

Residential Front Entrance in Solana Beach.

WaterSmart Landscapes:
They just make sense.
Using water efficiently is an important responsibility
that is part of living in a beautiful, Mediterranean
climate like San Diego County. WaterSmart Landscapes
are about making smart choices that reduce outdoor
water use while preserving—and in many cases
enhancing—the health and beauty of San Diego
County’s landscapes.
Community Association Entrance in San Diego.

And the water savings can be substantial. Improvements in irrigation management and water-efficient
upgrades to existing irrigation systems consistently
demonstrate water savings of 10% to 20%.
photos courtesy of water2save

Residential Backyard in Chula Vista.

What is a WaterSmart Landscape?
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There are many existing landscapes throughout our
region that already exhibit the beauty and diversity
possible with WaterSmart standards. Here are just a few
examples of sites designed to thrive and grow in harmony
with San Diego County’s natural climate and conditions.
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About 40 percent of
all water used by
San Diego County
homes and businesses
goes to watering
outdoor landscaping.
And during summer
months, as much as
half of our water—
or more—is used
outdoors.

WATER USE (ACRE-FEET)

WaterSmart Landscapes

Add to that the latest in sustainable landscape
design and climate-appropriate plant selection, and
WaterSmart Landscapes can deliver water savings as
high as 50% compared to traditional landscapes.

Reap the rewards of a WaterSmart Landscape.
WaterSmart Landscapes provide an effective way to save water while also delivering a number of other important benefits.

1

Save Money

2

Beautify Your Property

WaterSmart Landscaping uses less
water than traditional landscaping,
which can save you money on your
water bill.

A well-designed WaterSmart Landscape
enhances the appearance of your
property, transforming it into a vibrant
neighborhood showcase.

3

Reduce Maintenance

4

Protect Our Environment

State-of-the-art “smart” irrigation systems
and plants appropriate to San Diego County’s
climate often require less-frequent care and
maintenance.

WaterSmart Landscapes minimize runoff,
reducing pollution to our coastal watersheds.
Improved regional water efficiency also has
far-reaching benefits to California’s Bay-Delta
region and the Colorado River Basin.

