
2026 Sales Tax Measure Fact Sheet 

The Basics 

 On June 24, 2026, the Oceanside City Council voted to place a proposed half-
cent sales tax measure on the November 3, 2026 ballot.  If this measure were to 
pass, the funds (estimated at $20M annually) could be used for any lawful, 
municipal purpose. 

 If approved by voters, it would raise Oceanside's sales tax rate from 8.25% to 
about 8.75%. This would add 5 cents to a $10 purchase, 10 cents to a $20 
purchase, and 50 cents to a $100 purchase of non-essential goods. 

 There is no tax on basic needs, including groceries, feminine hygiene products, 
and prescription medications. 

 The Council's vote did not raise taxes. It simply gives Oceanside voters the 
chance to decide this question themselves in November. 

 Oceanside maintains lots of infrastructure, including over 400 miles of streets 
and 590 miles of water pipes. That's a lot to keep up with, and costs for 
materials, labor, and construction have only gone up. See List of Priority Capital 
Projects 

 The additional revenue could mean the difference between staying ahead of 
repairs and falling further behind on roads, infrastructure, and public safety 
capacity residents expect. 

Cost 

 This is a half-penny. 5 cents on a $10 purchase. 10 cents on a $20 purchase. 
There is no sales tax collected on groceries, diapers, and prescriptions. 

 Deferred maintenance is guaranteed to result in bigger, more expensive 
emergency repairs down the road. 

Why Isn't Measure X Enough? 

 Measure X is doing exactly what voters approved it to do. The Measure’s 
independent citizen’s oversight committee has confirmed that every year. 

 The city’s needs, particularly with respect to infrastructure, have grown faster 
than Measure X revenue, even though Measure X revenue is being spent exactly 
as promised. 

 Measure X spending is regularly audited and all the expenditure reports are listed 
on the city website for full transparency. 

 The city has a proven track record of responsible tax measure spending. 
Through Measure X, we’ve built a new downtown Fire Station 1; completed a 
new Fire Training Tower; completed many beachfront improvements (i.e., 14 new 
public restrooms, an improved wider public stairway from Pacific Street, a police 
substation, bandshell plaza upgrades, and funded urgent, temporary repairs to 
the Pier Bridge); repaired over 500 lane miles of roads, rehabilitated portions of 
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the South Strand, added plenty of new ADA-compliant curb ramps throughout the 
city; funded several new neighborhood traffic calming measures (e.g., speed 
bumps, radar feedback signs and stop signs); created an EMT program that has 
enhanced our ability to respond quickly to medical emergencies, purchased 
ambulances for improved medical response, launched a Police Community 
Services Officer Program which has freed up more patrol time for our sworn 
officers, expanded Crime Suppression Teams, invested in gang diversion and 
youth programming, funded Bridge Housing and emergency shelter operations 
for unhoused residents, created a homeless reunification program, homeless 
diversion/ prevention programs, and are shifting the Police Homeless Outreach 
Team (HOT) to a new model with civilian outreach and social workers, called 
HEART, which is expected to reduce the City’s homeless outreach costs. 

How We Compare: 

The current sales tax rate in Oceanside is 8.25%, while the average rate in 
California is around 8.90%. Eight of the 14 cities in San Diego County are at 8.75%.   
 

The table below demonstrates what the tax rate is in each San Diego County City.  
 

City Total Rate Local Rate Election Date Approval Rate 
Chula Vista 8.75% 1.00% November 2024 67.50% 
Del Mar 8.75% 1.00% November 2016 67.30% 
National City 8.75% 1.00% November 2014 68.60% 
San Marcos 8.75% 1.00% November 2024 60.44% 
Escondido 8.75% 1.00% November 2024 61.12% 
Imperial Beach 8.75% 1.00% November 2020 70.22% 
Solana Beach 8.75% 1.00% November 2022 66.70% 
Lemon Grove 8.75% 1.00% November 2024 71.59% 
La Mesa 8.50% 0.75% November 2008 55.51% 
El Cajon 8.25% 0.50% November 2024 67.97% 
Vista 8.25% 0.50% November 2006 53.97% 
Oceanside 8.25% 0.50% November 2024 69.67% 
Encinitas 7.75% 0.00% None N/A 
San Diego 7.75% 0.00% None N/A 

 
Why Isn’t Carlsbad Raising Taxes? 

Oceanside and Carlsbad generate revenue very differently, based on each city's 
mix of businesses, visitors, and property values. The table below compares key 
per-capita revenue sources for both cities in FY 2024/2025. Carlsbad's higher 
sales tax revenue is driven in part by its concentration of auto dealerships and a 
regional outlet mall. Its higher property tax and TOT reflect higher property 
values and a larger hotel inventory, respectively. Oceanside does not have 
comparable concentrations of these revenue generators, which results in a lower 
per-capita revenue base across all three categories despite having a larger 



population. Oceanside also maintains extensive amounts of coastal 
infrastructure, including its harbor and pier, that Carlsbad does not have; most 
Carlsbad beaches are maintained by California State Parks rather than the city. 

 
 

Timing 

 The need for infrastructure doesn't wait for a better economy. Waiting longer 
almost always results in higher labor and material costs. 

 Taking action now can help avoid routine repairs from becoming an emergency. 

Accountability 

 This measure would include the same kind of independent oversight that's kept 
Measure X accountable: public hearings, transparent spending disclosures, a 
citizen’s oversight committee, independent annual audits, and funds that stay in a 
separate account. 

 We’re asking for the same kind of transparency that's already in place and 
working. 

What Happens Next 

 The County Registrar of Voters will assign the measure an official letter closer to 
the election. 

 The City will keep publishing factual information at OceansideCa.org as details 
are finalized, including the ballot question language 

 Residents can direct questions to City staff, Councilmembers, or by attending 
Measure X Citizens Oversight Committee meetings 
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